Sunrise Community
Center School
Fall 2021 Newsletter
We will provide an
enriching atmosphere
where all students will
excel, regardless of ability.
Our qualified teachers and
support staff onsite will
ensure your child has the
best challenging, yet
supportive and friendly
environment.

Contact
3212 Jewetta Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93312
jobs.sunrise.community@gmail.com
Website coming soon!

The best of both worlds.

Vision
رَ ﱠﺑﻧَﺎ آ ِﺗﻧَﺎ ﻓِﻲ اﻟ ﱡد ْﻧﯾَﺎ ﺣَ ﺳَ َﻧ ًﺔ وﱠ ﻓِﻲ
ْاﻵﺧِرَ ِة ﺣَ ﺳَ َﻧ ًﺔ
“Our Lord! Give us good in this
world and good in the
Hereafter.”
Our vision is to become the
Premier Islamic Education and
College preparatory Institution
that delivers the highest level of
academic and Islamic education.

Mission
Preparing our children to become
role models and leaders,
grounded in faith, knowledgeable
in contemporary arts & sciences,
in service to our community and
humanity at large.

Philosophy
Based on the social justice principles laid out in the
Holy Prophet’s Last Sermon, we aspire to raise Muslim
leaders who believe in equality, celebrate cultures, and
value differences in opinion.
We identify with experiential
learning in which students
actively participate and learn in
an engaging, fun manner.
Inspired by social cognitive
theories, we believe teachers and
parents to be role models, who
leave lasting impressions on
children’s lives.
We deeply value our children’s physical, social, and
mental well-being. Our instruction will incorporate
state-of-the-art technology in order to prepare
students for the rigor of the modern workforce.

Our Services
➔

➔
➔
➔

➔
➔
➔

Fall In-Service Training
➔

Safe & Healthy Environment

➔

Observation & Assessment of Children

➔

Positive Guidance & Discipline

➔

Eﬀective Communication

➔

Cultivating Social-Emotional Learning

➔

Meeting the Needs of Children and
Families

➔

Building Safe & Supportive Relationships

➔

Creating Culturally Sensitive and Equitable

Engagement with kind and
supportive Muslim staﬀ and
volunteers
Small teacher-student ratio
Islamic character and values
Arabic language, Quran
memorization, and stories of the
Prophet and companions
Quality education in core subjects
Daily hands-on activities and
projects in art, science, and math
Supportive student feedback and
inquiry.

Objectives 2021-2022
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Programs
➔

Establishing Partnerships with Families,
Schools, and Communities

➔

Sensory Play

7.

Preschool and School-age Childcare
center licensing.
Private School Registration
Work towards Private School
Accreditation Standards
Begin school year with academic
assessment.
Monthly progress reports to
parents.
Quarterly assessment of reading,
writing, and math.
Individualized programs for both
gifted and talented and remedial
students.

Fall 2021 Projects
Enrichment projects promote
critical thinking and problem solving
skills, improve students’ ability to
concentrate, and make learning
more meaningful, valuable, and
rewarding. These fun activities help
students to become more engaged
in their learning and retain more
information. Our school day will be
ﬁlled with hands-on learning
projects to teach the California
Common Core Academic Standards.

Edible Garden
Sunrise aspires to ingrain healthy
habits from early on. Research shows
a correlation between school
gardening and primary school
children’s knowledge about edible
plants, as well as a long-term
preference for vegetables. Sunrise will
provide an opportunity for children to
connect with nature in an organic way
as they learn to plant, nurture, and
grow their own vegetables. We will
also use this avenue to introduce
children to basic nutrition education.

Mural
Art is an integral part of childhood
development, cultivating
imagination and innovative
thinking. We will stimulate
students’ creativity by painting a
wall mural together. By involving
the children in this process, we will
build a sense of community as we
brighten the school grounds and
forever imprint the hands of the
ﬁrst batch of Sunrise students on
our walls.

Quranic Studies
With children, it is important to
ensure they are aware of the beneﬁts
of reading the Quran, as they will be
more likely to engage with the content
and enjoy their lessons. Our lessons
will center around the four spheres of
Quranic study- recitation, history and
tafsir, understanding, and
implementation in daily life. Students
will develop a deep connection to the
Quran, ensuring a lifelong relationship
with the book of Allah swt.

Islamic Studies
Students will learn the pillars of Islam
and Iman, Islamic etiquette, ‘ibadah,
Dua, the stories of the Prophets,
Seerah, and many other foundational
concepts in Islamic studies. Students
will additionally develop early literacy
skills by learning to value books and
Islamic stories, which will spark each
child's imagination and stimulate
curiosity. We have a wonderful
animated Islamic Book series to read
and share with the students during
story times.

Arabic Language
As the Holy Book is in the Arabic
language, it is critical to have an
understanding of Arabic from a
young age. Students will learn the
Arabic alphabet, phonics, basic
grammar, sentences, and basic
conversational skills. Games,
songs, and videos/movies will be
utilized as eﬀective means to
achieve these goals.

Science / STEAM
STEAM activities for kids promote the
idea that science, technology,
engineering, art, and math can all work
together to help kids become critical
thinkers, problem solvers, and
innovators! STEAM allows young
children to investigate and explore,
learning in an active, hands-on way
that makes the child an active
participant in their own learning,
Children have a natural and innate
curiosity about the world they live in,
which make it the perfect time to try
STEAM activities.

Math
Students will create and play math
games that make numbers fun from
day one. The best time to teach kids
to embrace math is when they’re
young and eager to experience new
ideas and skills. These age
appropriate math games teach the
concepts outlined in the Common
Core Standards in fun and
meaningful ways. Your little ones
will become math fans in no time.

Art
Artistic activities foster intellectual
development. Some beneﬁts are: they
stimulate both sides of the brain; increase
the capacity of memory, attention and
concentration; help develop reading,
math, and science skills; and introduce
children to new vocabulary and cause and
eﬀect concepts. They can also practice
critical thinking skills by making a mental
plan or picture of what they intend to
create and following through on their plan.

Language Arts
A strong foundation in the English
language is critical to a child’s
development. Our qualiﬁed
teachers will provide
age-appropriate instruction in letter
recognition, phonics, reading
comprehension, vocabulary, and
writing. Lessons will be reinforced in
engaging ways using ﬂashcards,
short stories, creative writing, and
silent reading time.

Social Studies
Children will learn about and
explore their own communities
and their roles in the larger
world. Instruction will feature
Muslim inventions, architecture,
art, and history and geography of
the Islamic world as well as global
cultures. Students will learn the
characteristics of a model Muslim
citizen.

Library
By providing students with their
own library, we will give them the
opportunity to look beyond their
own lives and gain knowledge
while developing their interests in
a broad range of areas. Students
will be able to check out books
and take on the responsibility of
returning them on time in good
condition.

Sports & Fitness
Sunrise understands the
importance of keeping children
healthy through regular physical
activity. Students will be
encouraged to spend time
outdoors with proper
supervision, and annual sports
days will be held, where parents
can join their children in fun,
competitive sports events for all.

Soccer & Basketball
On our newly built soccer
ﬁeld and basketball courts,
Sunrise will provide students
the opportunity to learn to
play the sports with friends
and engage in competitive
events, all the while learning
sportsmanship and how to
become a team player.

Outdoor Water
Activities
If you are little, nothing beats good
fun outside - the messier the better!
That’s the beauty of taking things
outdoors - getting messy is most
children's mission in life. Students
will play with water guns, create
bubbles and foam, race to ﬁll water
buckets, spray bottle tag, toy
washing station, sink or ﬂoat science,
and much more.

Muslim Youth Volunteers
University and high school students
will have the opportunity to lead and
support engaging projects and
activities with the students at Sunrise.
Students will gain volunteer experience
and community service opportunities
required by their high schools or
simply to build their resumes with
skills in working with children. In some
cases, college students can gain units
towards their degree programs.

Muslim Community
Volunteers Welcome!
After proper legal vetting procedures,
including background checks,
community members are welcome to
join the Sunrise team in supporting an
activity such as storytime, planting
edible gardens, painting an art mural,
building a science projects, math
challenges, playing outdoors, teaching
sports, leading a reading group, and
much more to help the students.

Coming Soon
Although Sunrise is starting the Fall Semester oﬀ with Pre-K, Kindergarten, and

Donations
Wells Fargo
Account
# 2409809387

1st Grade, we will be adding an afterschool program for multiple age groups
once we are licensed to do so. We will notify the public once those services are
able to be oﬀered.

Special Thank You
Sunrise is the result of a team of dedicated and committed
At the end of the fall semester, there
will be several fun and engaging
culminating activities and events for
parents to observe what their children
have learned.

people who have and are still putting in a lot of time,
energy, and effort into this project to make it the best
competitive educational institution that Muslims can be
proud of. Many thanks to the Sunrise School Board and all
committee members for their hard work! May Allah swt
accept and reward these efforts. Ameen.

Message from the Director, Dr. Rabia Sohail

I am extremely honored to take on the responsibility of providing oversight to
the Sunrise Schools’ operations, building a team of qualiﬁed, driven
individuals, and creating a meaningful partnership between Sunrise and our
beautiful community. My goal is to enable our children to access quality
education grounded in Islamic morals and principles. As for myself, I
completed my MBBS (Doctor of Medicine) from Rawalpindi Medical College in
Pakistan. I ﬁnished my master’s in Health Care Administration and later
doctorate in Educational Leadership from CSUB, while teaching multiple
courses at CSUB. My expertise is gender barriers in organizations, parent
involvement/engagement, and health education/promotion with special
emphasis on school health.
My dream is to inspire Muslim girls to follow their dreams while still grounded
in faith. As a proud mother of three, I see a dire need for an Islamic
educational environment for Muslim children in Bakersﬁeld. I tried to ﬁll in this
gap by volunteering to teach Quran and Islamic Studies for several years.
However, I could not ﬁnd a more meaningful way to address it until now. This
project is challenging as well as rewarding, and I will need support from all of
you to make it successful.
Let’s get to work, Bakersﬁeld!

